
Área 6.  Capitalismo e Espaço

6.1  Transformações no território e região 
sob o capitalismo

180515_miolo_cadernoresumos_r9.indd   123 20/05/2015   11:57:18



125

XX ENCONTRO NACIONAL DE ECONOMIA POLÍTICA  

ÁREA 6. CAPITALISMO E ESPAÇO

TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS AND MINING RENT IN THE 
AMAZON: CURRENT CONDITIONS AND CONTRADICTIONS

José Raimundo Barreto Trindade (PPGE/UFPA) e Paul Cooney (PPGE/UFPA)

This article employs the Marxist theoretical analysis of ground rent, 
focusing upon the case of mining and, in particular, the role of 
transnational capital operating in the Eastern section of the Brazilian 
Amazon. In addition to carrying out a critical analysis of such 
operations, the role of the State and identifying the main aspects and 
contradictions of these TNCs, it is argued that the two forms of rent, 
both differential and absolute, constitute the basis of surplus profi ts 
for such fi rms. This paper is centered on an historical analysis of three 
major mining companies operating in this sector in the Amazon, and 
thus constitutes the benchmark for our analysis: Vale, ICOMI and Rio 
do Norte Mining.
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